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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CVIS, SHUM, OVIP (CEAUSESCU, NICOLAE), RO 

SUBJECT: PUNGAN'S MEETING WITH CONGRESSMAN CHARLES 
VANIK, FEB. 16 

1 . VANIK SAID HE WAS AWARE OF ROMANIA'S DESIRE TO BENEFIT 
FROM MFN ON A LONG-TERM BASIS AND HE RECOGNIZED THE NEED 
FOR THAT, BUT FOR THE MOMENT ANNUAL HEARINGS CANNOT BE 
AVOIDED. THERE MIGHT BE POSSIBILITY FOR CHANGE IN THE 
FUTURE, FOR EXAMPLE BY LIMITING THE DECISION ON WAIVER EX- 
TENSION TO THE HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS AND SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEES RATHER THAN THE FULL CONGRESS. EVEN THAT WOULD 
BE A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE AND WOULD REQUIRE SOME TIME. 

2. VANIK SAID THAT IT WAS ESSENTIAL THAT THIS YEAR THERE BE 
NO RPT NO BASIS FOR CRITICISM OF ROMANIA'S EMIGRATION PER- 
FORMANCE. IF THE STAGE IS TO BE SET FOR MOVEMENT TOWARD 
MFN ON A LONGER TERM BASIS NEXT YEAR, IT MUST BE DEMONSTR- 
ATED THAT THERE IS NO NEED FOR ANNUAL REVIEW. VANIK 
SUGGESTED THAT THERE BE SOME IMPROVEMENT IN EMIGRATION 
RATES AND THAT "UNFINISHED" BUSINESS BE CLEANED UP BEFORE 
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CEAUSESCU'S ARRIVAL. 

3. VANIK SAID THAT AMBASSADOR NICOLAE HAD PROPOSED THAT 
HEARINGS ON ROMANIAN EMIGRATION BE HELD BEFORE CEAUSESCU'S 

VISIT. HE SAID THAT HE HAD GIVEN THIS SOME THOUGHT BUT 

HAD CONCLUDED THAT THE SUBCOMMITTEE SHOULD BEGIN ITS WORK 
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SHORTLY AFTER THE VISIT. HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT ARRANGE- 
MENTS BE MADE FOR CEAUSESCU TO HAVE A CLOSED MEETING WITH 
THE TRADE SUBCOMMITTEE, WHERE THERE COULD BE A PLEASANT, 
CORDIAL EXCHANGE AND CEAUSESCU COULD EXPRESS THE NEED FOR 
A LONG-TERM MFN RELATIONSHIP. VANIK IMPLIED THAT IF 
EXISTING EMIGRATION PROBLEMS HAD SHOWN SUFFICIENT PROGRESS, 
SUCH A REQUEST FROM CEAUSESCU MIGHT RECEIVE A SYMPATHETIC 
HEARING. 

4. VANIK URGED THAT CEAUSESCU GET OUTSIDE WASHINGTON 
DURING HIS VISIT, PERHAPS VISITING SUCH CITIES AS ATLANTA, 
HOUSTON, OR NEW ORLEANS, SO HE COULD GET A BETTER FEEL FOR 
THE TRENDS OF PUBLIC OPINION IN THE UNITED STATES. VANCE 
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